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Plans 


Have you been watching the announced 
plans of the Committee of Economic De- 
velopment? It is a very important project 
promoted by big business as an answer to 
an increasingly socialistic second New Deal 
which is in the offing, (to be announced 
from Washington later.) If you are one 
of those who believe that this war will 
carry us sailing into continued prosperity 
with the greatest of ease you might note 
that the big business planners consider it 
necessary to provide at least twenty million 
new jobs after the war. They consider it 
inevitable that 35,000,000 workers will have 
to “shift gears” completely after the war. 
The interesting thing is that the eyes of 
big business see that the situation is as 
serious as the New Dealers do. 

3ut wouldn’t it also be wise to remem- 
ber that man’s capacity to plan and manage 
himself always proves subject to discourag- 
ing limits? When we extend our plans too 
far we always fall into chaos. Is that not 
because we leave God out? You see, where 
our ._* end because of our human limita- 
tions, God’s plans begin. Unless the New 
Deal planners and the big business planners 
take God into their blueprints, we’d better 
not count too much on either. Grandiose 
schemes of social or industrial planning look 
fine on paper and sound fine in speeches, but 
human selfishness, lust for the maintenance 
of power, and the inevitable weakness of 
irresponsibility are the disastrous things men 
never plan for. God accounts for these 
human traits in His planning and provides 
for their care, so when man uses God’s 
plan and works with God, there is founda- 
tion for hope. 


“Big Four’ to Unite 


Congress may soon be subject to the 
united pressure of the AF of L, the CIO, 
the Railway Brotherhoods and the Farmers 
Union, the biggest combination of political 
power this nation has ever known. These 
four organizations have reached final agree- 
ment on a joint legislative committee to 
look after the interests of its constituency 
in the national scene. The first step will 
be a conference of leaders of these organiza- 
tions at which plans will be mapped out. 

According to reports the first major 
project of the committee will be to call a 
national conference in Washington, with 
delegates from all local sub-divisions of the 
national organizations. 

We have been reporting to our readers 
for over a year that this coalition of power 
is in the air. It may now be on its way. 


Army Rule? 


A movement is now under way to re- 
store the control of Japanese evacuee camps 


to the Army. Up to now these camps have 
been under the administration of the War 
Relocation Authority, a civilian organiza- 
tion. Christian liberals who have been 
endeavoring to aid and rehabilitate the evac- 
wees are worried that such a change in 
authority will seriously handicap their work 
and undermine the Japanese-American be- 
lief in the democratic way of life 


War Council 


One of the things that the informed citizen most regrets in our war picture is the 
continued confusion in our national leadership. Did you know that every principal 
nation in the war has a war cabinet or a council of war except our own country? We 
continue to have a highly personalized, political leadership that will not adequately 
share responsibility. Thus because of sheer human limitations, most of our action is 
confused and ill planned. A thousand bureaus have been created without any clearly 
detined authority and responsibility; all the control lines lead to one man. 

Enormous waste, graft, double dealing and political bargaining runs through almost 
every channel of action. That is why this country is spending more in the war than 
all the other United Nations combined. Instead of a war cabinet or council composed 
of our greatest minds gathered together to lead America through the war and into 
the peace, one political figure with a few mediocre individuals close to his bosom con- 
tinues to ride the wave crest of our enormous resources into the unknown. If we were 
a nation with the meager resources of most countries such a setup woudn’t last forty- 
eight hours. Mr. Roosevelt is an able, charming leader—but no one man is big enough 
for what America needs now. 

What price power? The future will tell with heart-breaking revelation. 


Needed, Centralized Leadership 


Few papers gave much prominence to the Congressional report of the Truman Com- 
mittee which revealed the alarming fact that a steel shortage faces this nation. The 
Committee charges that, in order to maintain monopolistic control in the postwar world, 
large steel companies refused to expand their plants sufficiently to produce the amount 
of steel required by the Army and Navy. 

The failure of military officials to estimate with any degree of accuracy the amount 
of steel that would be needed casts considerable doubt on the claims of the military 
bureaucrats that they alone are capable of judging the requirements of war production. 
The situation is not improved by the realization that the executives of these steel com- 
panies figure prominently in Washington circles. “The representatives and employes 
of big steel companies dominated the iron and steel branch of the War Production 
Board” states the Truman Committee report. ‘They first failed to direct or even to 
allow expansion. Finally, they concentrated expansion in the hands of the eight largest 
companies.” 

The steel shortage is not the only instance where the lack of competent unified 
direction and the misleading advice of big business representatives has led to serious 
dislocation of the war effort. Leaders in the new Congress are looking in the right 
direction as they attempt to draft legislation to centralize direction and control, bring- 
ing under one head all the confusing and overlapping war agencies. The backers of 
such a bill, believing that the American people are thoroughly disgusted with “the 
bickering and conflicts which take place in Washington over the conduct of the war”, 
say that their purpose is to “break the bottlenecks now throttling our military produc- 
tion at dozens of points and thus lead to the speediest possible annihilation of the enemy.” 
Cooperative Medicine 

Cooperative medicine is now definitely on its way. The recent Supreme Court 
ruling which upheld the conviction of the American Medical Association for violation 
of the anti-trust law in conspiring to block the activities of Group Health, a cooperative 
which provided prepaid medical care, opened the way for a vast move forward in the 
application of the principles of cooperation to the public health. 

The plan under which Group Health worked was that through cooperative effort 
group members received low cost medical service and, when necessary, pre-paid hos- 
pitalization. The Group maintained on full time salary dependable physicians whose 
services were available to all subscribers. 

Despite the very real and very much needed benefits obtaind through this project— 
its membership mushroomed from 2,500 to 200,000 members in five years—the American 
Medical Association consistently tried to hamper and discredit its work. Group Health 
members in need of emergency medical care, were denied assistance by the physicians 
who were fighting the cooperative. Co-op physicians were barred from hospitals and 
their patients who were taken to such hospitals, no matter how serious their condition, 
were callously neglected and had to be removed to a hospital where their doctor was 
permitted to practice before they received attention. 

Between the Lines has no connection with any organized cooperative movement. 
We have observed it hopefully as an evolving method of life arising out of the chaos 
of the competitive order of our age, and we see in it inevitable greatness for the achieve- 
ment of human happiness in a Christian society. Applied to medicine it simply means 
that instead of there being a few rich and overworked doctors surrounded by scores 
of debt-harrassed, struggling physicians who just didn’t happen to hit the society jack- 
pot, we would have a community where all doctors would be well-paid and well-equip- 
ped. And instead of maultitudes who feel they can’t afford to call in a doctor unless 
the situation is desperate, we would have a well organized plan whereby all citizens 
could have access to skilled medical attention whenever needed. This is accomplished 
by the maintenance of dues to a community health association. 

Most Scandinavian countries, New Zealand as well as Russia, have already put the 
system in force with gratifying results. It is a movement that stems consistently 
from the spirit and attitude of the Healer of Galitlle. 
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Book Review 


It is well known that quinine shortage added untold agony to the 
sufferings of American forces at Bataan and Corregidor as reported 
months ago in Between the Lines. Now those reports are supported 
and enlarged upon in a new book-length account of the profits which 
have been made and the deaths that have been caused by a monop- 
oly control of quinine. Germany’s Master Plan by Joseph Borkin 
and Charles A. Welsh (Duell, Sloan and Pearce, New York, $2.75) 
tells how today, for our soldiers in the tropics, the threat of malaria 
is enormously increased because of the quinine monoply. Even in 
peacetime, runs the report, “there are some 800,000,000 sufferers from 
malaria ... In the United States it was estimated in 1937 that there 
were more than 4,000,000 cases.” 

Since 1866 Dutch imperial interests have maintained one of the 
tightest of all monopolies in quinine. Because of the efforts of a 
government-sponsored syndicate of planters and manufacturers to 
maintain high prices through low- -output, the supply was never equal 
to the demand. Excess supplies of quinine bark were stored or de- 
stroyed. What little quinine was produced outside the Netherlands 
Indies was, through international agreements, subject to the same 
price-fixing arrangements. 

Powerful drug interests in America were members of the cartel 
conspiring to control the output and sale of quinine. When the 
famous German firm I G Farbenindustrie put on the market its sub- 
stitute for quinine, atabrine, it formed a cartel to maintain monopoly 
control of the drug and had as its co-conspirators prominent Ameri- 
can firms such as Winthrop Chemical Company. (Between the Lines 
reported on this situation September 28). 

The authors of Germany’s Master Plan reveal the aid interna- 
tional big business—and American big business figures prominently 
therein—has given the Nazi plans to dominate the world both 
through economic control and military conquest. 


Race Snobs 


This nation is paying a horrible price for its racial snobbishness. 
We were thrown back for severe losses all over the Pacific because 
of a moth-eaten philosophy that “one white man” is equal to a 
squad of yellow so-and-so’s”. Yet even after this bitter lesson, 
a high ranking American military figure recently said in a widely 
heard speech that “one American sailor is worth ten of the little 
yellow monkeys!” The brass hats learn slowly. Didn’t the ad- 
miral ever hear that there are millions of yellow men who are our 
allies in the Pacific? And is he so stupid that he doesn’t realize 
that yellow men in Chungking who ride the destiny of the Orient, 
will file away in their memories this proof of our continued racial 
snobbishness and blindness? 


Tennessee Leads 


The poll tax battle did not die down as was expected after the 
defeat of the Federal anti-poll tax bill in Congress recently. As you 
have seen in the papers, Tennessee has suddenly surprised the whole 
country by leading out in the abolishment of the poll tax. The story 
behind Tennessee’s courageous move throws light on the facts be- 
hind the scenes on the entire race issue in the South. 
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As reported in the December 2lst issue of Between the Lines, 
the undemocratic behavior of the Southern Congressional bloc in 
defeating the bill, threw the whole negro question right into the 
hands of the most threatening radical elements in the country who 
are not missing a trick in their efforts to work through the negro 
population to build up the psychology of revolution and revolt. It 
was not the fact that the Federal anti-poll tax bill was defeated, it 
was the method (a method distinctly Hitlerian) used by the Southern 
bloc in Congress which gave the dangerous radicals their chance. 

The Tennessee leadership has been much more aware of the situa- 
tion than have other Southern leaders and has realized that the only 
solution to the negro problem is in the extending of democratic and 
economic rights. The only real danger is in the blind suppression 
of all negroes, regardless of education or attainment, a practice still 
prevalent in the few remaining poll tax states. It is this blindness 
which makes a few Southerners still say that to give a well-educated, 
able negro civic rights is to “let down bars to intermarriage”. For- 
tunately for the South and for the whole country, that kind of 
Southerner is dying off rapidly. 

Remember that not only Tentiessee, but Florida, Louisiana and 
North Carolina have also wiped out the poll tax law. Seven states 
have not yet taken the step but two of them are on the verge of it. 
It is significant that the new Tennessee measure is under attack 
before it even formally becomes law, but Tennessee leadership sees 
that the only way to meet the problem is either to burn all negro 
schools, kill all educated negroes and return the rest to the peonage 
of the soil, or to face the hard fact that negroes who are educated 
and capable must be given their democratic and economic rights. 
Otherwise we shall drive our democracy into an agonizing death as 
subversive evil influences take advantage of a constantly growing 
suppressed minority. 

THE FACT OF NEGRO PROGRESS MAKES THE ABOVE LOGIC UNANSWER- 
ABLE for the amazing advance of the American negro in the past forty 
years is unmatched in the racial history of the world. An Introduc- 
tion to Negroes and the War, an Office of War Information publica- 
tion, cites some figures: Between 1890 and 1930, the number of 
negro clergymen rose from 12,159 to 25,034; of teachers from 15 ,008 
to 54,439; of doctors from 208 to 3,805; ‘of dentists from 120 to 1,773; 
of lawyers and judges from 431 to 1,247. There are 680,000 negro 
farm operators, 95 percent of them in the South. Exactly the same 
percentage of farm- security loans went to negroes as to their white 
neighbors. 

Today negroes own approximately $200,000,000 worth of church 
property and some 300 newspapers and periodicals. About 100 col- 
leges and universities are exclusively theirs and Yale, Harvard, Co- 
lumbia, Cornell and many state universities are open to them. In 
1916 less than 1,700 students were in negro colleges, today there 
are over 40,000. 

In a few short decades this country has produced its Booker T. 
Washingtons, its George Washington Carvers, its Judges Toney and 
Watson, its Justices Myles Paige and Jane Boli, its law dean Hastie, 
its singers Robeson, Maynor and Anderson, its writers Phyllis 
Wheatley and Richard Wright, and a whole long line of leaders in 
the professions, the arts and sciences. 

You can’t hold this rising tide down. The Christian position 
on it has only one possibility . . . tolerance, sympathetic guidance 
and Christian love. 





